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to the right-about. Raymond's infantry, however, not
only stood firm, but succeeded for a time in making
a successful opposition to all the efforts of Perron. It
is difficult to say how the battle would have ended had
Nizam All been endowed with the most ordinary qualities
of a leader. But, like most Asiatic commanders, he
trusted only to his horsemen ; when these fled, he fled
with them, sending order after order to Raymond to
follow him. Meanwhile, the Mahratta horse, rallying,
were hastening to support Perron. Raymond then
most unwillingly was forced to follow his master. He
did so, however, in the most perfect order, prepared to
renew the fight on the next day." An accident, however,
occurred during the night which converted the orderly
retreat into a panic. Towards the middle of the night
a small patrol of Mahrattas in search of water for their
horses came upon a party of the Nizam's troops near a
stream. Firing commenced, in which Raymond's troops
who were close by with loaded muskets started from
their sleep and commenced firing. An alarm of a general
attack was raised, and the Nizam, escaping in haste,
took refuge in the small fort of Khurdla (Grant Duff],
where he was at once surrounded by the Mahrattas,
and after three days was obliged to purchase his release
by complying with all the Mahrattas' demands. This is
known as the " Capitulation of Khurdla/' and for a time
was a crushing blow to the Nizam's power. The his-
torians who describe this battle all speak in contemptuous
terms of the Nizam's courage on this occasion, but it
must be remembered that he was a very old man at the
time, and also infirm, having only lately recovered from
a dangerous illness. He was, besides, anxious for the
safety of his ladies, and these possibly were the reasons
which led to his flight; for, in earlier days, the Nizam,